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Day Packet 
Pages 

Skill Instructions 

Monday 13-14 Finding the 
Theme of a 
Poem 

● Read skill Introduction. 
● Complete Think and Talk activities. 
● Read for 30 minutes. 

Tuesday 15-16 Finding the 
Theme of a 
Poem 

● Read Darkness in the Desert. 
● Complete the Think and Talk activities. 
● Read for 30 minutes. 

Wednesday 15-17 Finding the 
Theme of a 
Poem 

● Reread Darkness in the Desert. 
● Complete Write activity. 
● Read for 30 minutes. 

Thursday 18-19 Finding the 
Theme of a 
Poem 

● Read Night Walk. 
● Answer the multiple choice questions. 
● Read for 30 minutes.  

Friday 18-20 Finding the 
Theme of a 
Poem 

● Reread Night Walk.  
● Complete the Talk and Write Activities.  
● Read for 30 minutes. 
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Learning Target

134 Lesson 8 Finding the Theme of a Poem ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Introduction

Lesson 8
Finding the Theme of a Poem

Read Poems can express feelings and ideas on many topics. 
The speaker in a poem reflects on a topic by saying what he or she 
thinks and feels about it. You can use these reflections and other 
details in a poem to figure out that poem’s message, or theme.

Identify the theme of this comic strip by studying what the 
characters say and do. Also think about how the comic strip ends.

Studying how a poet reflects upon a topic and the 
details she includes will help you identify the theme  
of a poem.

I’m stressed about 
my homework!

Wow...

Ssssh...

Here, let me show 
you what I do when 

I’m stressed.

Thanks, buddy— 
I needed that.

What, you just...
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Lesson 8Theme:  Night Poetry

Academic Talk 
Use these words to talk about the text.

• theme • speaker
• topics • reflect

Talk Share your chart with a partner. 

• What is the topic of the comic strip?

• Did you describe in the same way what the friends say and do? 
How about the ending? 

• Do the details you found support the theme? How do you know?

Think What have you learned so far about using details to identify a 
theme? Complete the chart below, filling it out with details from the 
comic strip.

What Do the 
Characters Say?

What Do the 
Characters Do?

How Does the Comic 
Strip End? What Is the Theme?

Night can ease the 
worries of the day.
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Modeled and Guided Instruction

136 Lesson 8 Finding the Theme of a Poem ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Read Genre: Lyric Poem

Darkness in the Desert
by Morena Sommers

 For desert animals, the day
 Is not a time for work or play. 
 There’s little shade; the world is dry.
 The clouds are absent from the sky.
 5  Things sizzle in the searing heat,
  The burning sands hurt creatures’ feet—
  And so when it turns light they creep
  Beneath the ground to fall asleep.

 But late in the day the sky grows dim.
10 The sun drops past the canyon rim.
 The stars peek through, and very soon
 The night replaces afternoon.
  Inside their dens the creatures stir—
  They like the cooler temperature.
15  By ones and twos, by fives and tens
  The animals creep from their dens.

 On mountain, prairie, plain, and hill,
 The night is when the world is still.
 In deserts, though, the times reverse:
20 The dark is good, the light is worse.
  The daytime is the time to rest.
  For desert creatures, night is best.

 The desert fox, the mouse, the hare,
 At night they scamper here and there.
25 Their claws scratch softly in the sand.
 Their faint calls echo through the land.
  From dusk to dawn, all through the night 
  They feed and play till morning light.

When you reread the 
poem, circle words and 
phrases that tell the topic 
of the poem. Then 
underline details that 
show the speaker’s 
reflections on the topic.

Close Reader Habits
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Finding the Theme of a Poem Lesson 8

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 137Lesson 8 Finding the Theme of a Poem

  What details in the poem “Darkness in the Desert” develop 
its theme?

Think

1  Complete the chart below. Identify the poem’s topic, the details that 
develop the topic, and the speaker’s reflections on the topic. Use this 
information to determine the theme of the poem.

Talk 

2  Share your charts. Did you and your partner identify the same theme? 
What details did you use to support your understanding of the poem’s 
theme? If necessary, return to your chart to change or add details.

Write 

3  Short Response What is the theme of the poem “Darkness in the 
Desert”? Use examples from the poem and your chart to support your 
response. Use the space provided on page 140 to write your answer.

HINT Start your 
response by stating 
the theme in one 
sentence.

Explore

Look for evidence of 
what the speaker 
thinks about day and 
night in the desert. 

What Is the  
Topic of the Poem?

What Are the Details 
About the Topic?

What Are the 
Speaker’s Reflections 

on the Topic?
What Is the  

Theme of the Poem?
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Modeled and Guided Instruction

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?

Don’t forget to 
check your writing.

140 Lesson 8 Finding the Theme of a Poem ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

3  Short Response What is the theme of the poem “Darkness  
in the Desert”? Use examples from the poem and your chart  
to support your response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 137.

HINT Start your 
response by stating 
the theme in one 
sentence.

Darkness in the Desert
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Guided Practice

138 Lesson 8 Finding the Theme of a Poem ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Read Genre: Narrative Poem

 1 The sky above, the streets below,
 The stars reflecting off the snow—
 A lovely night for us to go
  Out for a walk, the puppy thinks.

 5 The moon’s a brilliant shade of gold,
 And though she’s just a few months old,
 The puppy knows the night is cold—
  She leans into the wind and blinks.

 What’s that thing moving in the tree?
10 The puppy dashes up to see.
 It’s vanished! What a mystery!
  She sits beneath the tree to bark.

 Her master guides her through the night
 First turning left, then turning right
15 The dark is deep, there is no light
  She yanks her leash: is this the park?

 The night’s a lovely time to roam
 But now it’s time for heading home.
 She’s only little, after all,
20  Can’t run all night when she’s so small.

 Someday she’ll grow a little more
 And when she’s three, or maybe four
 She’ll run all night, and she’ll be tough—
  Tonight, though, she’s gone far enough.

25 Her master strokes her furry head,
 And yawning, she goes off to bed.
 But as she sleeps, the moonlight beams
  Will dart and dance inside her dreams.

by Amy Saito

NIGHT WALK

What is the message of 
the poem? Reread the 
poem. Underline details 
showing what the puppy 
does. Use these details to 
identify the poem’s theme.

Close Reader Habits
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Finding the Theme of a Poem Lesson 8

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 139Lesson 8 Finding the Theme of a Poem

Think Use what you learned from reading the poem to answer the 
following questions.

1  This question has two parts. Answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A
How are the events in stanzas three and four important to the theme 
of the poem? 

A  The events show it is a good night for a walk.

B  The events show that puppy is young and active.

C  The events show the speaker is the puppy’s master.

D  The events show that the night is dark and dangerous. 

Part B
Select one choice from each stanza that best supports the answer 
to Part A.

A  “What’s that thing moving in the tree?” (stanza three)

B  “The puppy dashes up to see.” (stanza three)

C  “. . . sits beneath the tree. . . .” (stanza three)

D  “Her master guides her. . . .” (stanza four)

E “. . . there is no light . . .” (stanza four)

F “She yanks her leash: . . .” (stanza four)

Talk 

2  What details in the poem can help you identify the topic and the theme 
of “Night Walk”? Use the chart on page 141 to record such details. 

Write 

3  Short Response Describe the topic and the theme of the poem 
“Night Walk.” Use details from the poem and your chart to support your 
response. Use the space provided on page 141 to write your answer.

HINT Think about 
the speaker’s 
reflections on how 
the puppy will change 
over time.

A narrative poem tells 
a story. Identifying 
how characters 
respond to events 
will help you figure 
out the theme of 
the poem.
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Guided Practice

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 141Lesson 8 Finding the Theme of a Poem

2  Use the chart below to organize your ideas. 

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 139.

3  Short Response Describe the topic and the theme of the poem “Night Walk.” Use details 
from the poem and your chart to support your response.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is the  
Topic of the Poem?

What Are the Details 
About the Topic?

What Are the 
Speaker’s Reflections 

on the Topic?
What Is the  

Theme of the Poem?

NIGHT WALK
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Fifth Grade Recommended Pacing 
 

Day Skill Page 

Monday 
Understanding of Place Value 

Understanding Powers of 10 
4-5 

Tuesday 

Reading a Decimal in Word Form 

Writing a Decimal in Standard Form 

 

 
6-7 

Wednesday 
Comparing Decimal 

Rounding Decimals 
8-9 

Thursday 
Multiplying Multi-Digit Whole Numbers 

Multiplying with the Standard Algorithm 
10-11 

Friday 
Using Estimation and Area Models to 

Divide 12 
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

1  The decimal grid in each model represents 1 whole. Shade each model to show the decimal 
number below the model.

0.5 0.05

Complete the comparison statements. 

0.05 is      of 0.5. 0.5 is      times the value of 0.05.

Complete the equations. 

0.5 4      5 0.05 0.05 3      5 0.5

2  Draw a number line from 0 to 2. Then draw and label points at 2 and 0.2. 

Use the number line to explain why 2 is 10 times the value of 0.2.

Complete the equations to show the relationship between 2 and 0.2.

0.2 3      5 2

2 4      5 0.2

3  Which type of model do you like best? Explain why.

Understanding of Place Value
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

Understanding Powers of 10

1  6 4 10

    

2  0.6 4 10

    

3  6 4 102

    

4  0.6 4 102

    

5  6 4 103

    

6  60 4 103

    

7  0.3 3 10

    

8  0.3 3 102

    

9  0.3 3 103

    

10  0.03 3 102

    

11  0.003 3 102

    

12  0.03 3 103

    

13  72 4 10

    

14  0.72 3 102

    

15  7,200 4 103

    

16  20 4 102

    

17  0.9 3 103

    

18  0.001 3 102

    

19  54 4 10

    

20  150 4 103

    

21  0.46 3 103

    

22  What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

Multiply or divide.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

1  0.2

            

3  0.002

            

5  0.012

            

7  1.002

            

9  90.04

            

11  500.2

            

13  700.06

            

2  0.02

            

4  0.12

            

6  0.102

            

8  9.4

            

10  0.94

            

12  8.008

            

14  6.335

            

What is the word form of each decimal?

Reading a Decimal in Word Form

15  3,000.001

            

16  What strategies did you use to help you read the decimals? Explain.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

1  one and six tenths

    

3  6 3 1 1 5 3    1 __ 10   

    

5  2 3 10 1 7 3    1 __ 10    1 3 3    1 ___ 100   

    

7  five hundred twelve thousandths

    

9  2 3 1 1 4 3    1 ___ 100   

    

11  7 3 100 1 2 3 10 1 3 3 1 1 6 3    1 __ 10   

    

2  eight and eleven hundredths

    

4  thirteen and thirteen thousandths

    

6  4 3 1 1 1 3    1 ___ 100    1 9 3    1 _____ 1,000   

    

8  8 3 100 1 2 3    1 __ 10    1 8 3    1 _____ 1,000   

    

10  forty-two and forty-one hundredths

    

12  twelve and sixty-eight thousandths

    

What decimal represents each number?

Writing a Decimal in Standard Form

13  3 3 1,000 1 6 3 100 1 3 3 10 1 7 3    1 __ 10    1 2 3    1 ___ 100    1 8 3    1 _____ 1,000   

     

14  nine hundred fifty-six and four hundred twenty-seven thousandths

     

15  How was writing decimals for numbers in word form different from numbers in expanded form?
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

Comparing Decimals

1  0.02     0.002 2  0.05     0.5 3  0.74     0.84

4  0.74     0.084 5  1.2     1.25 6  5.130     5.13

7  3.201     3.099 8  0.159     1.590 9   8.269     8.268

10  4.60     4.060 11  302.026     300.226 12  0.237     0.223

13  3.033     3.303 14  9.074     9.47 15  6.129     6.19

16  567.45     564.75 17  78.967     78.957 18  5.346     5.4

19  12.112     12.121 20  26.2     26.200 21  100.32     100.232

22  What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

Write the symbol ,, 5, or . in each comparison statement.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

Rounding Decimals

1  0.32

    

2  3.87

    

3  0.709

    

4  12.75

    

5  12.745

    

6  645.059

    

Round each decimal to the nearest hundredth.

7  1.079

    

8  0.854

    

9  0.709

    

10  12.745

    

11  645.059

     

12  50.501

    

Round each decimal to the nearest whole number.

13  1.47

    

14  12.5

    

15  200.051

    

16  Write two different decimals that are the same value when rounded to the nearest tenth. 
Explain why the rounded values are the same.

17  Round 1.299 to the nearest tenth and to the nearest hundredth. Explain why the rounded 
values are equivalent.

Round each decimal to the nearest tenth.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

16  What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

Estimate. Circle all the problems with products between 3,000 and 9,000. 
Then find the exact products of only the problems you circled.

Multiplying Multi-Digit Whole Numbers

1  132 
3  34

4  308 
3  12

7  400 
3  29

10  216 
3  12

13  317 
3  14

2  247 
3  15

5  158 
3  41

8  254 
3  17

11  323 
3  18

14  385 
3  31

3  145 
3  23

6  364 
3  32

9  187 
3  42

12  194 
3  26

15  285 
3  27
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

The answers are mixed up at the bottom of the page. Cross out the answers 
as you complete the problems.

Multiplying with the Standard Algorithm

Answers

20,736

18,972

22,750

17,400

18,445

29,250

27,365

26,820

55,407

47,500

67,980

42,328

55,872

56,316

58,008

1  580 
3  30

4  1,085 
3   17

7  2,105 
3   13

10  648 
3  32

13  2,417 
3   24

2  3,104 
3   18

5  1,236 
3   55

8  1,788 
3   15

11  2,409 
3   23

14  650 
3  35

3  1,482 
3   38

6  1,625 
3   18

9  2,500 
3   19

12  306 
3  62

15  962 
3  44
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

Using Estimation and Area  
Models to Divide

Division Problems Student Answers

516 4 12 48
43

Check: 12 3 48 5 576

837 4 31 27

351 4 13 57

918 4 54 22

896 4 32 23  
 

1,482 4 78 14  
 

1,012 4 11 82

1,344 4 56 24

1   Explain how you could know that the answers to two of the problems are incorrect without 
multiplying. 

Check each answer by multiplying the divisor by the quotient. If the answer is incorrect, 
cross out the answer and write the correct answer.
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Day Skill Page 

Monday 

Big Idea 1: The Practice of Science 
Big Idea 2: The Characteristics of 

Scientific Knowledge 
  

Study Island: Topic 1. Pretest 
Topic 2a. Scientific Investigations 

Topic 2b. Experimental Design  

3-4 

Tuesday 

Big Idea 1: The Practice of Science 
Big Idea 2: The Characteristics of 

Scientific Knowledge 
  

Study Island: Topic 2c. Collecting, 
Recording, & Communicating Data 

Topic 2d. Organizing & Interpreting Data 

  
5-6 

Wednesday 

Big Idea 6: 
 

Study Island: Topic 3c. Rocks & Minerals 
Topic 3d. Earth’s Resources 

 Topic 3e. Weathering and Erosion 

7-10 

Thursday 

Big Idea 8: Properties of Matter 
Big Idea 9: Changes in Matter 

  
Study Island: Topic 4a. Properties of 

Matter 

10-11 

Friday 

Big Idea 8: Properties of Matter 
Big Idea 9: Changes in Matter 

  
Study Island: Topic 4b. Mixtures & 

Solutions 
Topic 4c. Physical and Chemical Changes 

12-14 

 

 

 



 

 
Big Ideas 1 & 2 Study Guide: Nature of Science 

 
It is important to note that scientific investigations do not follow a rigidly defined set of steps. These investigations 
follow steps necessary to find an answer to the question being investigated. The table below shows some steps that 
are often included in the scientific method when carrying out a controlled experiment. 
 

Step Description 

Problem/Purpose The question being investigated is identified. 

Research 
Information about the topic is obtained from reputable sources: books, internet 
(reliable sites), experts, encyclopedias, etc. 

Prediction  
(Hypothesis) 

A prediction, based on ____________, is made about what you think the evidence is 
going to show. All 5th grade predictions should include the words If…. then…because 

Experiment 

Materials are identified and a procedure is developed to test your prediction. Make 
sure that you are very specific about the details - amounts, types, colors, etc, so that 
another scientist could follow your steps. Once you have a good procedure, you 
should perform your experiment including at least ____________ trials and keep 
data in a data table.  

Analyze Results Examine the ____________ and look for patterns, trends, consistencies, etc. 

Conclusion 
Compare the results with your ____________________. Was your prediction 
supported by the evidence? Or did the evidence disprove your prediction? 

 
 
Types of Scientific Investigations: 
 

Type of Investigation Description 

___________________________ 
a representation of an idea, an object, a process, or a system that is used to 
describe and explain something that cannot be experienced directly. 

___________________________ 
an imitation of the functioning of a system or process 

___________________________ 
documenting descriptive details of events in nature –amounts, sizes, colors, 
smell, behavior, texture - for example - eclipse observations 

___________________________ studying plants and animals in their natural habitat 

___________________________ 
an investigation in which scientists control variables and sets up a test to 
answer a question. A controlled experiment must always have a control 



 

group (used as a comparison group) and a test group. 

 
ALL types of Scientific Investigation include making ____________________ and collecting ____________________. 
Observations: 
Scientists make observations about the world around them. An ____________________ is information about the 
natural world that is gathered through one of the five ____________________. An observation is something you see, 
hear, taste, touch, or smell. Sometimes scientists use measurement tools when making observations. Scientists ask 
questions about their observations.  
 
Scientists also make inferences. An inference is different than an observation because it is not directly seen, heard, 
tasted, touched, or smelled. An inference is an explanation based on evidence. Scientists make inferences based on 
their observations. 
 
Evidence  
Evidence is information gathered when scientists make systematic ____________________ and/or set up an 
experiment to collect and record data. The ____________________ recorded is then analyzed by the scientists in 
order to make conclusions based on the evidence collected.  The collection of ____________________ is a critical part 
of a scientific investigation. Although the scientific method does not always follow a rigidly defined set of steps, a 
scientific investigation is only valid if it is based on ____________________ and ____________________. 
 
Make an observation and an inference based on the observation for each of the photos in the table. 

Photo Observation Inference 

 

  

 

  

 
Controlled Experiments 
A controlled experiment is different than all other types of scientific investigations because in an experiment,  
____________________ are being controlled by the scientist in order to answer a question. A controlled experiment 
always includes at least two groups - a test group and a ____________________ group used for comparison. The 
control group is  identical to the test group except for the one variable changed on purpose (the thing being tested) so 
that evidence of any difference can be collected.  A variable is a factor, condition, or event that can be changed or  



 

controlled in order to study or test a prediction (hypothesis). There are three classes of variables used in experiments: 
the test (independent) variable, the outcome (dependent) variable, and the constant variables. 
 

Variable Type Also Known As Defined As: 

____________________ Independent Variable 

The one thing that is changed between the test group and 
control group on purpose. The thing being tested. For 
example the test variable in the bubble lab was the 
amount of dish soap. 

____________________ Dependent Variable 

The way that we are measuring the difference between 
the control and test groups - for example the outcome 
variable in the bubble lab was the diameter (size) of the 
bubble produced by each formula. 

____________________ Constants 

All of the things that are kept the same in an experiment 
so that you can trust that any difference between the test 
group and the control group is because of the test variable 
(or thing that is being tested). For example in the bubble 
lab the amount of water, type of dish soap, type of straw, 
amount of liquid squirted on the table, etc would all be 
kept the same. 

 
Scientists always complete at least ____________________ trials in a controlled experiment. Performing repeated 
trials helps to ensure that the results of an experiment are ____________________. This means that the results are 
consistent (or similar) in all of the trials performed. A valid experiment controls variables, includes at least 
____________________ trials and obtains ____________________ results in the three trials.  
 
To help fill in these charts students are asked to reflect on two different inquiries from the CRM PowerPoints: 
Those inquiries are: 

● Bubble Lab from Big Ideas 1 & 2 CRM PowerPoint 
● Alka-Seltzer Rocket from Big Ideas 8 & 9 CRM PowerPoint 

 
Give Examples of Predictions, Observations and Inferences from each lab listed: 

Lab 
Predictions 

(If….then….because) 

Observations  
(Things I See, Hear, Taste, 

Touch, or Smell) 
Inferences 

Bubble Lab 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Alka Seltzer Rocket Lab 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Give Examples of Constant (Controlled) Variables for each lab: 

Bubble Ball Lab Alka-Seltzer Rocket Lab 

  

  

  

 
Give Examples of Testing Variables for each lab: 

Bubble Ball Lab Alka-Seltzer Rocket Lab 

  

 
Give Examples of Outcome Variable for each lab: 

Bubble Ball Lab Alka-Seltzer Rocket Lab 

  

 
Control Group 
 
Why is it important to have a control group in an experiment?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is it important for a scientific investigation to be replicable by other scientists?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is it important for scientists to share findings with other scientists?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________



 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Big Idea 6 Study Guide: Earth Structures 
Minerals 
Minerals are non-living, solids that can be found in nature. Each type of mineral has a definite chemical composition. 
For example every piece of quartz is made of the same type of matter as another piece of quartz. Minerals can be 
identified by their consistent and distinct physical properties. The table below examines some of the properties we 
can use to identify or describe a mineral. 
 

Property Description 

_________________ 

Like all objects in our world, when light shines on a mineral some colors bounce off the 
mineral and other colors are absorbed by the mineral. Our eyes see the color that is 
bounced off or reflected. Many minerals share the same color so you will have to 
observe more than just this property in order to identify a mineral. 

_________________ 
Describes how easily it can be scratched. A mineral is considered harder than another 
mineral if it can scratch that mineral.  

_________________ 
Describes how a mineral appears when it reflects light (how shiny it is). Words like 
metallic, earthy, glassy, dull, pearly and waxy can be used to describe this property. 

_________________ 
Describes how a mineral breaks apart along smooth surfaces. Mica is a mineral with 
excellent cleavage. 

_________________ 
Describes the color of the powder the mineral leaves behind when it is rubbed on a 
streak plate (porcelain tile). 

 
Songs To Help with Minerals and Rocks 

Mineral Properties Song (To the tune of Frère Jacques) Rock Song  

Hardness - Scratch 
Hardness - Scratch 

Luster - Shine 
Luster - Shine 

Cleavage - Break 
Cleavage - Break 
Streak - Powder 
Streak - Powder 

Metamorphic - Heat and Pressure 
Sedimentary - Erosion and Weather 
Igneous - Red hot magma - Cooled 



 

 
Rocks 
All rocks are made of ____________________. Each rock contains one or more minerals. Rocks are classified by the 
way that they are ____________________. The table below describes the three types of rocks. Some examples of 
each type of rock can be found in the Examples column. These specific examples DO NOT need to be memorized. 
 

Type of Rock How it is Formed Characteristics Possible Found Examples 
(Do Not Memorize) 

____________ 

Formed when melted rock, 
known as magma 
(lava),cools. It can cool on 
Earth’s surface or below. 

● glassy 
● gas bubbles 
● crystals form when it 

cools slowly under 
Earth’s surface 

Near volcanoes  
pumice 
obsidian, 
basalt 

____________ 
Formed deep in the earth 
when rock is put under 
extreme heat and pressure. 

● ribbon-like layers 
because of uneven 
pressure 

● crystals 

Deep in the 
Earth 

slate, schists, 
marble, gneiss 

____________ 

Formed on Earth’s surface 
when rock is weathered, 
layered, and cemented 
together naturally by water. 

● fossils (remains of 
dead plants & 
animals) 

● visible layers 
● visible pieces of 

different sizes & types 
of rock and sediment  

On the surface 
of Earth - Near 
water or where 
there once was 
water 

conglomerate 
shale, 
sandstone, 
limestone 

 
Weathering and Erosion - Change the surface of Earth slowly 

Process Definition Agents That Can Cause Each Process 

_________________ 

The breaking down of rock by various 
agents on earth. Words you may see for 
weathering are breaking, cracking, 
crushing, splitting, smoothing, etc. 

water, wind, ice (glaciers), temperature 
change, plants 

_________________ 

The moving of sediment (rock) to new 
places by various agents on earth. Words 
you may see for erosion are moving, 
carrying, blowing, falling, flowing, etc. 

water, wind, ice (glaciers), gravity 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Decide whether the following examples in the table below are either weathering or erosion: 

 
Ice expanding in  
cracks of a rock. 

 
Wind blowing sand  

to form a dune. 

 
Glaciers carrying pieces of 

rocks. 

 
Plants roots growing in a 

rock. 

____________________ ____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 

 
Use the Weathering and Erosion Sort to record some real world examples of Weathering and Erosion in the chart 
below. 

Weathering Erosion 

  

 
Although most weathering and erosion takes place over a ____________________ period of time, there are some 
changes that occur rapidly. Some examples of those rapid changes are: earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, 
avalanches, floods, tsunamis. 
 
Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources 
 
A resource is something found in nature that people use when needed. 
 
The wise use of resources is called conservation. Recycling is a great way to help conserve our resources. 
 
Many ____________________ resources are used faster than they are naturally replaced. That is why it is important 
to look at ways to conserve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FfcoMij49VvFqvBKTKIQJ89D-wRiQT0i0tUs_dicRXs/edit?usp=sharing


 

Fill in the correct type of resource to match the correct definition and examples: 

 Definition Examples Examples in Florida 

______________________ 
A resource that can be 
remade fairly easily. 

wind, solar, water /hydropower, 
tides, fruit, vegetables, wood, 
biofuel /ethanol, cotton 

water, wind, solar 
energy, orange trees 

______________________ 
A resource that can’t be 
easily remade. 

fossil fuels (coal, oil & natural 
gas), phosphate deposits, 
limestone, silicon 

phosphate, oil, 
limestone, silicon 

 
 
 

Big Ideas 8 and 9 Study Guide: Properties and Changes in Matter 
 
Matter is anything that has ____________________ and ____________________. 
  
The three ______________ (or forms) of matter include _______________, _______________, and ______________. 
                                                                                                                                                                                
Solids have a definite ____________________ and ____________________. 
  
Liquids have a definite ____________________, but no definite ____________________. 
  
Gases have no definite ____________________ or ____________________. 
  
Matter can be described by its ____________________ properties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Fill in the chart. Put yes in the box if it is possible for the state to have the property listed. Put no in the box if it is 
not possible for the state to have the property. 

Property Solid Liquid Gas 

Can be different colors    

Have a definite shape    

Have a definite volume    

Can have a bumpy texture    

Have hardness (tested by scratching)    

Can Break    

Takes the Shape of its Container    

Have different odors    

Has mass    

Can Change Temperature    

 
What are some physical properties of matter that you are able to measure and/or observe? 

    

    

 

Property Defined As Measured By 

Mass 

 
 
 
 

 

Volume  

1. 
 
2. 
 
3.  
 

Temperature 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Draw a picture showing a balance scale with two boxes of equal mass and equal volume. 
 
 
 

Draw a picture showing a balance scale with two boxes of equal mass, but different volume 
 
 
 

Draw a picture showing a balance scale with two objects of equal volume, but different mass. 
 
 
 

 
Mixtures 
 
Mixtures of solids can be separated by properties like 
____________________________________________________. 
  
A mixture of sand and pebbles could be separated by ____________________ using a ____________________. 
 
Trail mix could be separated by the ____________________ of the different food items in the mix. 
 
A bag of M&M candy could be separated by the ____________________ of the M&Ms. 
  
A mixture of pebbles and iron nails can be separated by ____________________ using a ____________________. 
 
 
Physical Changes 
 
A physical change is a change of a substance from one form to another without a change in its chemical  
properties. During a physical change a substance changes state, size, or shape, but what the substance is made  
of does NOT change. 
 

● Dissolving a substance like salt in water is a physical change. The salt and the water mix evenly when it is 
dissolved, but the salt can be separated from the water by ____________________ the water.  The water and 
salt each keep their original ____________________.  

○ Heating, stirring/shaking, and exposing more surface area (making the pieces ____________________) 
cause the physical change of dissolving to happen faster. 

○ How do you know something has dissolved in a liquid? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

○ List some examples of things that dissolve in water: 
__________________________________________ 

○ List some examples of things that do NOT dissolve in water: ___________________________________ 
 



 

● State Changes, substances change from one state (solid, liquid, or gas) to another, are always physical 
changes. For example, when water freezes, it changes from a liquid to a ____________________. This state 
change also causes water to expand, or spread out. The volume and shape of the 
____________________were changed, but the substance is still water (no chemically new substance has been 
created). 

○ State changes are caused by a change in ____________________. Fill in the blanks on the diagram 
with the science word that describes the change. 

  

 
● When water changes from a solid to a liquid it ____________________. 

● When water changes from a liquid to a gas it ____________________. 

● When water changes from a gas to a liquid it ____________________. 

● When water changes from a liquid to a solid it ____________________. 

 
Boiling water is another physical change that causes water to change from a ____________________ to a gas (the 
bubbles) where the heat is being applied (at the bottom of the pot).  
 
As the temperature of a gas increases, so does its ____________________. 
 
Chemical Changes 
 
A chemical change is a process by which substances are ____________________ into different substances with 
different chemical properties. A new material with new characteristics is formed. 
 

● For example: Rotting (Decaying) - when food, wood, or another substance (like a dead plant or animal) rots, it 
becomes softer, changes color and is gradually destroyed. The rotten smell and mushy substances are some of 
the new materials with new properties that are formed.   

 
There are four signs that indicate a chemical change occurred. Those four signs are: 
 

● _______________________________________ 

● _______________________________________ 

● _______________________________________ 

● _______________________________________ 

 



 

When you ____________________ the temperature of chemical changes, the rate of the reaction increases. This 
means that when the substances reacting are hotter in temperature, the reaction will happen faster. 
 
Place the following words into the t-chart under the type of change the term indicates. 
 

burning dissolving rotting rusting freezing 

crushing condensing boiling cooking melting 

evaporating decaying cutting shattering digesting 

 

Physical Change Chemical Change 
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Be an Art Critic!  
Closely examine the artwork below and complete each step of the art criticism worksheet.  



Be an art critic! 
Feldman’s Model 

Names 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Describe the artwork. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Analyze how the artwork is organized. 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Interpret the artist’s purpose for the artwork. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Judge the artwork. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 



Feldman’s Model of Art Criticism 

Description 
 
 Who is the artist? 

 What is the title of the artwork? 

 What do you see in the artwork? 

 What did the artist use to create the 

artwork? (paint, drawing tools, paper 

collage, photography) 

 

Analysis 
 
 What elements of art did the artist mostly 

use? 

 Line, Shape, Form, Texture, Space, 

Value, Color 

 What principle of design did the artist use 

to organize the artwork? 

 Balance. Pattern, Movement, Unity, 
variety, Emphasis, Pattern 

Interpretation 
 
 What do you think the meaning of 

the artwork is? 

 How does the artwork make you feel? 

 What was the artist’s purpose for cre-

ating the artwork? 

 Persuade, Inform, Entertain 
 

Judgement 
 
 Do you like the artwork? 

 What do you like or dislike about the 

artwork? 
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The Elements of Art 
The building blocks of making art  

 

Line 

 
A line is a path made by a moving point through space. 
It is one-dimensional and can vary in width, direction,  

and length. 

Shape 
 

 

Shapes are flat, enclosed areas that are two-dimensional 
(length and height). Artists use both geometric and 

organic shapes. 

Color 

 
Color is perceived by the way light reflects off a surface. 

There are three properties of color: hue (color name), 
intensity (strength/purity), and value  

(lightness and darkness). 

Value 

 

Value describes the lightness or darkness of a surface. 

Texture 

 

Texture describes the surface quality of an object. 
Artists use both actual texture (how things feel) and 

implied texture (how things look like they feel). 

Space 

 

Space is used to create the illusion of depth within an 
artwork. It can also refer to the positive and negative 

space between, around, or within objects. 

Form 

 

Forms are three-dimensional (length, width, height) and 
can be viewed from many angles. Forms have volume 

and take up space. 
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The Principles of Design 
The tools to plan and organize artwork   

 

Balance 

 Balance is the distribution of visual weight in an 
artwork. The three types of balance are symmetrical 

(two sides are the same), asymmetrical (two sides are 
different but visually weighted equally) and radial 

(design emerges from center point).  

Contrast 
 

 

Contrast is the difference between elements in a 
composition. This can happen through a variety of 
elements such as value change, size difference, etc.  

Emphasis 

 

Emphasis is the creation of a focal point in an artwork. 
Emphasis draws the viewer’s eye to particular areas of 

the artwork first.  

Pattern 
 

Pattern decorates the artwork with regularly repeated 
elements such as shapes or color.   

Unity 

 

Unity means that all elements within the artwork are in 
harmony. Variety within elements adds interest to the 

composition.  

Movement 

 

Movement is how the eye travels through an artwork. 
Movement can lead the viewer from one aspect to 

another within the composition.   

Rhythm 

 

Rhythm is the regular repetition of elements such  
as line, shape and forms to  

create interest and consistency.   



One-point perspective: Unit



1 2 3 4

765 8

10 11 12

15

9

One-point perspective: Table

13

14



One-point perspective: Furniture #1
Can you draw this furniture without instructions?
Choose one piece to go on the left side of your room, and one to go on the right. 

Tip: start by drawing a cross from corner to corner to mark your vanishing point, and then draw in the back wall of your room.

Left side Right side

Side unit Chair Sofa Wardrobe



Music 
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I SPY: MUSIC NOTES 



 

For Personal Use Only | And Next Comes L | http://www.andnextcomesL.com 

I SPY: MUSIC NOTES 
Write down the number of each item that you found. 

 

Whole Note 
 

Dotted Half 

Note 
 

Half Note 
 

Dotted     

Quarter Note 
 

Quarter Note 
 

Beamed 

Eighth Notes 
 

Eighth Note 
 

Sixteenth Note 



Name________________________________       Class______

DDirections: Read the poem and clap the rhythm of the words. Then write the rhythm for each 

word on the llamas using quarter notes, eighth notes and quarter rests..  (                       ) 

Lyrics by Gael Berberick, ASCAP 2019

2019 GEM Shop (Gael‘s Educational Materials)  by Gael Berberick. All rights reserved.

Lla - ma,                    lla - ma,

What                  do  you                see?                 ____

I                            see                   spring   - time         

look-ing at                       me!                  ____



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Match the names of the musical instruments in 
the box to the pictures below. 

 

 

____  bagpipes 

____  bassoon 

____  clarinet 

____  double bass 

____  drums 

____  electric guitar 

____  flute 

____  guitar 

____  harp 

____  keyboards 

____  oboe 

____  piano 

____  saxophone 

____  tambourine 

____  trombone 

____  trumpet 

____  tuba 

____  violin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Match the names of the musical instruments in 
the box to the pictures below. 

 

 

____  bagpipes 

____  bassoon 

____  clarinet 

____  double bass 

____  drums 

____  electric guitar 

____  flute 

____  guitar 

____  harp 

____  keyboards 

____  oboe 

____  piano 

____  saxophone 

____  tambourine 

____  trombone 

____  trumpet 

____  tuba 

____  violin 

7 

9 

11 

13 

1 

8 

2 

3 

15 

12 

14 

10 

4 

17 

16 

5 

6 

18 
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Theatre 
 
 
 
 

 







Comic Strip Story
Date: __________________________

Name: ______________________________

Title of Story: _______________________________________ Author: _____________________________

C
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More worksheets at www.education.com/worksheetsCopyright © 2013 Education.com LLC All Rights Reserved

Stage Makeup

Stage makeup is an important part of any performance. Whether you use it to create a 
character, or just to make your own features stand out, makeup is what makes you 
visible to the people all the way into the back row of the audience.
 Use the faces below to practice your stage makeup skills! Grab your pens, 
pencils, or paints and make up each face according to the caption.

A ballerina An old man

A rock star A cat

© 2007 - 2020 Education.com
Find worksheets, games, lessons & more at education.com/resources
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Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Good Luck

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

Good Luck
There was a lock on the truck. 
So the crook used a rock to get in. 
Then he took a sack out of it. 
He shook the sack. Yes! Money. 
Then he looked back to see if anyone saw him.
Good luck. He was safe.
Just then, a big hook came down from the sky.
The hook got the crook and took him back to the truck.
He was stuck. He couldn’t get away from the hook.
Soon they came and took the crook to jail.
And where did the hook come from?
Up here. We saw it all.



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Word Cards: money, used, looked, anyone, out, him

Cut out the cards and practice learning the words.

* New Word


cardsword

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

money used

looked anyone

out him



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Ready to Spell: -ock, -ack

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc.

y
llep

r
s

e a d

t o

Words to Spell
Use the letters below to practice spelling the words from 
Ready to Spell. Write your words under the clue words.
You may use a letter more than once.

l c k r o

h b s a

rock sack
-ack-ock



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Ready to Spell: -ook, -oon

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc.

y
llep

r
s

e a d

t o

Words to Spell
Use the letters below to practice spelling the words from 
Ready to Spell. Write your words under the clue words.
You may use a letter more than once.

n m s

lo

p

khb

book moon
-oon-ook

when two o’s are together, they can sound like oo as in moon, or oo as in look.
Remember,



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Clue Words: clock, hook, gray

Words to Sort
Write these words under the correct clue word.

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

hay

tray

may

book

look

crook

rock

flock

shock

clock hook gray

Clue 

Words



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Clue Words: black, truck, mail

Words to Sort
Write these words under the correct clue word.

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

duck

fail

buck

jack

rack

smack

struck

snail

jail

mailtruckblack

Clue 

Words
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Sick and Bored
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Sick and Bored
I had been sick for a long time.
I was so sick that I couldn’t even get out of bed.
The doctor was hopeful that I’d be better soon.
But for now, I was bored out of my mind.
I watched shows, but they were not very helpful.
Even action shows were boring.
Then my mother got me a cool present—a new 
puppy.
This puppy was so playful and fun that I was never 
bored.
Watching his happiness made me happy, too.
Soon, I was over my sickness and back in school.
But I’m still thankful for my playful puppy.



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Word Cards: even, I’d, watched, wildly, quietly, water

Cut out the cards and practice learning the words.

* New Word


cardsword

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

even I’d

watched wildly

quietly water



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Word Cards: watching, mother, present, even, I’d, catching

Cut out the cards and practice learning the words.

* New Word


cardsword

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

watching mother

present even

I’d catching



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Ready to Spell: -ick, -un
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Remember,

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc.

Words to Spell
Use the letters below to practice spelling the words from 
Ready to Spell. Write your words under the clue words.
You may use a letter more than once.

when the letters c and k are together, the c is silent, as in sick.

-un

runsick
-ick

k m c i u a
ltqrbws



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Ready to Spell: -ore, -irt

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc.

y
llep

r
s

e a d

t o

Words to Spell
Use the letters below to practice spelling the words from 
Ready to Spell. Write your words under the clue words.
You may use a letter more than once.

t i h o

er

d

cms

score shirt
-irt-ore

when the letter r follows a vowel, it changes the sound of the vowel. Say cat, and then say cart.
Remember,
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Vote!
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Vote!
The note was by the phone. “Vote!”
Pam saw the note.
“Is this a joke? Can I vote?” said Pam.
“Oh yes. I can vote for the best star.”
“I can vote from home with the phone.”
“At the tone, push a number to vote for the star you 
like.”
“I will vote for number five. She is so cool.”
“Mom, I saw the note by the phone.”
“I hope number five wins.”
“What? That note was for me,” said Mom.
“I need to vote.”
“Well,” said Pam. “I got to vote, too.”



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Word Cards: number, she, push, saw, was, star

Cut out the cards and practice learning the words.

* New Word


cardsword

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

number she

push saw

was star



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Word Cards: saw, was, star, clouds, moon, room

Cut out the cards and practice learning the words.

* New Word


cardsword

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

saw was

star clouds

moon room



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Ready to Spell: -oke, -one

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc.

Words to Spell
Use the letters below to practice spelling the words from 
Ready to Spell. Write your words under the clue words.
You may use a letter more than once.

y
llep

r
s

e a d

t o

poke bone
-one-oke

lsrhjp

beknto



Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Beginning Books
Clue Words: phone, joke, slide

Words to Sort
Write these words under the correct clue word.

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. 

yoke

smoke

poke

zone

bone

stone

ride

glide

tide

phone joke slide

clue 

words
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“Hey, come check this out,” Mario shouted to his friends. “This lady’s fingernails 
are almost as long as I am!” 

“Ew, that’s gross!” Lena squirmed when she looked at the photo. “That record 
would take forever to beat,” she said as she looked down at her own bitten 
fingernails and smiled. “Especially for me.”

“Well, we gotta find some kind of record to break because I want to be 
famous,” Tito declared. 

Mario, Lena, and Tito were poring over the Book of World Records, searching 
for a record that they could beat. “Maybe we could earn the world record for 
holding our breath the longest,” Lena suggested while playing with her gum. 

“No good,” Mario said, “because it says here that someone held his breath for 
almost ten minutes—we could never beat that!” Mario felt a little light-headed 
just thinking about it.

“We should see who can keep their eyes open the longest,” Tito said. 

“Sounds easy enough—I’ll get a stopwatch to time ourselves,” Mario said.

“I’ll get some eye drops to make sure our eyes don’t dry out too fast,” Tito said.

“And I’ll make a table,” Lena said. The boys stopped what they were doing 
and stared at their friend. “Lena, how is a table going to help us break this 
record?” Tito asked, puzzled.     

“A table will help us to keep track of our times. I’ll show you how to make 
one—it’s very simple,” Lena explained. “A table is made of rows and columns. 
You read rows from side to side, and you read columns from top to bottom. 
I’ll put our names on the top of each column, and then I’ll write the record we 
want to break on the left.” As Lena put the finishing touches on the table, she 
proclaimed, “And now, we are ready to go!”

The three friends opened their eyes wide, and Mario started the stopwatch—

The Record Breakers 
Written by Lisa Salazar 
Illustrated by Jim Madsen

The Record Breakers—Advanced

The Record Breakers
Lesson 113
Paired with Picture This—Advanced

Lexile®: 880L, 671 words
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the staring contest had begun! Lena failed miserably within a few seconds, and 
then Mario blinked soon after. Tito started to grimace as he fought to keep his 
eyes open, but he quickly gave up once the tears started pouring down his face. 

Looking for a different record to break, they decided to try a pretzel-eating 
contest to see who could eat the most pretzels in one minute. Lena protested 
and then forfeited because she had gum in her mouth. (Lena always had gum 
in her mouth.) Mario and Tito tried their best, but they felt sick after eating only a 
few handfuls of pretzels.

Next, the three friends tried to see who could sing the same note the longest. 
Then they tried balancing eggs, spoons, and even Thunderclese (Mario’s pet 
goldfish) on their heads, but no one was breaking any records.

“What’ll we do now?” Lena was totally out of ideas and getting bored, so she 
began blowing bubbles with her gum to pass the time. 

“You just gave me an idea,” said Mario as he watched Lena pop another 
bubble. “Let’s see who can blow the biggest bubble!” Mario and Tito chewed on 
some bubble gum, but they couldn’t even blow a bubble as big as their faces.

Lena tried to hold back a laugh as she watched; they definitely needed help. 
“Let’s see if you guys can match this,” she said as she popped a few extra pieces 
of gum in her mouth. Lena chomped on her gum a few times and then began to 
blow a bubble. 

It grew and grew, from two inches to four inches, six then seven.

“Whoa,” Mario gasped as the bubble grew larger than Lena’s head. “She’s 
still going!” 

The bubble expanded to ten inches and then eleven.

“It’s already twelve inches—that’s a whole foot long!” Tito jumped up and 
down.

And it was only getting bigger. Until…

Pop!

The bubble gum bubble exploded all over Lena’s face. Tito and Mario 
clapped and cheered. And Lena was still smiling as she filled in the last blank on 
the table.

The Record Breakers—Advanced
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“Hey, come check this out,” Mario shouted to his friends. “This lady’s fingernails 
are almost as long as I am!” 

“Ew, that’s gross!” Lena squirmed when she looked at the photo. “That record 
would take forever to beat,” she said as she looked down at her own bitten 
fingernails and smiled. “Especially for me.”

“Well, we gotta find some kind of record to break because I want to be 
famous,” Tito declared. 

Mario, Lena, and Tito were poring over the Book of World Records, searching 
for a record that they could beat. “Maybe we could earn the world record for 
holding our breath the longest,” Lena suggested while playing with her gum. 

“No good,” Mario said, “because it says here that someone held his breath for 
almost ten minutes—we could never beat that!” Mario felt a little light-headed 
just thinking about it.

“We should see who can keep their eyes open the longest,” Tito said. 

“Sounds easy enough—I’ll get a stopwatch to time ourselves,” Mario said.

“I’ll get some eye drops to make sure our eyes don’t dry out too fast,” Tito said.

“And I’ll make a table,” Lena said. The boys stopped what they were doing 
and stared at their friend. “Lena, how is a table going to help us break this 
record?” Tito asked, puzzled.     

“A table will help us to keep track of our times. I’ll show you how to make 
one—it’s very simple,” Lena explained. “A table is made of rows and columns. 
You read rows from side to side, and you read columns from top to bottom. 
I’ll put our names on the top of each column, and then I’ll write the record we 
want to break on the left.” As Lena put the finishing touches on the table, she 
proclaimed, “And now, we are ready to go!”

The three friends opened their eyes wide, and Mario started the stopwatch—

The Record Breakers 
Written by Lisa Salazar 
Illustrated by Jim Madsen

The Record Breakers—Advanced

The Record Breakers
Lesson 113
Paired with Picture This—Advanced

Lexile®: 880L, 671 words

Name:
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Name:
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the staring contest had begun! Lena failed miserably within a few seconds, and 
then Mario blinked soon after. Tito started to grimace as he fought to keep his 
eyes open, but he quickly gave up once the tears started pouring down his face. 

Looking for a different record to break, they decided to try a pretzel-eating 
contest to see who could eat the most pretzels in one minute. Lena protested 
and then forfeited because she had gum in her mouth. (Lena always had gum 
in her mouth.) Mario and Tito tried their best, but they felt sick after eating only a 
few handfuls of pretzels.

Next, the three friends tried to see who could sing the same note the longest. 
Then they tried balancing eggs, spoons, and even Thunderclese (Mario’s pet 
goldfish) on their heads, but no one was breaking any records.

“What’ll we do now?” Lena was totally out of ideas and getting bored, so she 
began blowing bubbles with her gum to pass the time. 

“You just gave me an idea,” said Mario as he watched Lena pop another 
bubble. “Let’s see who can blow the biggest bubble!” Mario and Tito chewed on 
some bubble gum, but they couldn’t even blow a bubble as big as their faces.

Lena tried to hold back a laugh as she watched; they definitely needed help. 
“Let’s see if you guys can match this,” she said as she popped a few extra pieces 
of gum in her mouth. Lena chomped on her gum a few times and then began to 
blow a bubble. 

It grew and grew, from two inches to four inches, six then seven.

“Whoa,” Mario gasped as the bubble grew larger than Lena’s head. “She’s 
still going!” 

The bubble expanded to ten inches and then eleven.

“It’s already twelve inches—that’s a whole foot long!” Tito jumped up and 
down.

And it was only getting bigger. Until…

Pop!

The bubble gum bubble exploded all over Lena’s face. Tito and Mario 
clapped and cheered. And Lena was still smiling as she filled in the last blank on 
the table.

The Record Breakers—Advanced

ACCURACY: # of reading errors: __________ (Indep. = 0–13, Instr. = 14–34, Frust. = 35+)
SPEED: To calculate: 40260 ÷ __________ (Reading time in seconds) = __________WPM



115 Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc.
Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Leveled Books

Discover Story Vocabulary table, break a record
Glossary Words table, breaking any records, squirmed, unison, put the finishing touches, 

protested

The Record Breakers
Lesson 113
Paired with Picture This—Advanced

QuestionQuestion Type

Cause

Plot

Inferential How big did Lena’s bubble get before it popped?

a. 24 inches
b. 12 inches
c. 3 inches

What was the second record the kids tried to break?

a. eating the most pretzels in a minute
b. blowing the biggest bubble
c. growing the longest fingernails

What caused tears to stream down Tito’s face?

a. He lost the pretzel contest.
b. He stared for one minute.
c. He couldn’t make a table.

Name: 

Comprehension Questions: The Record Breakers—Advanced 
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Discover Story Vocabulary table, break a record
Glossary Words table, breaking any records, squirmed, unison, put the finishing touches, 

protested

The Record Breakers
Lesson 113
Paired with Picture This—Advanced

QuestionQuestion Type

Cause

Plot

Inferential How big did Lena’s bubble get before it popped?

a. 24 inches
b. 12 inches
c. 3 inches

What was the second record the kids tried to break?

a. eating the most pretzels in a minute
b. blowing the biggest bubble
c. growing the longest fingernails

What caused tears to stream down Tito’s face?

a. He lost the pretzel contest.
b. He stared for one minute.
c. He couldn’t make a table.

Name: 

Comprehension Questions: The Record Breakers—Advanced 
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Student Name Goes Here

Think about the story The Record Breakers.

Have you ever been in a competition? Explain what the competition 
was. How did you feel? What happened? Add details and examples to 
make your writing more interesting. 

OR

Does this story make you think about something in your own life? Does 
it make you think of something you’ve read or seen?  Write about it.

worried	 difficult	 excited
nervous practice  experience
anxious prepare success

Name:
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Read the following story and ask yourself who the narrator of the story is. 
Pay attention to the clue words, which are underlined.

José stood at the top of the mountain and looked down at his friend Eva. 
She was at the bottom of the mountain waving at him, but she was so far 
away that she looked like an ant. 

He noticed the snow was starting to fall faster, and it was getting cold and 
dark. The skis on his feet felt heavy and strange, and he wondered why he 
had ever told Eva that he knew how to ski. They had put on their skis and 
taken the ski lift to the top of the mountain, but now he was stuck. 

He had no idea how to get to the bottom, and if he didn’t figure it out 
soon, he would be stranded on this mountain in the dark. José’s heart 
pounded and legs trembled as he realized he was in a bad situation. 

What do the clue words his, he, she, and they tell us? They show that the 
point of view in this story is told in third person, which means a narrator who is 
NOT a character in the story is telling what’s happening. 

But look what happens when we change our clue words. How does 
changing our clue words change our story?

I shivered, not just because I was cold but because I was scared—like really 
scared. If I squinted my eyes, I could just barely see Eva. How was I going to 
get off this mountain? 

The answer skied right past me. A little kid and his dad were heading down 
the slope. The kid had his skis pointed together in the middle, and he was 
gliding from one side to the other instead of skiing straight down the mountain. 
I could do that! Carefully, I pointed the tips of my skis together and started 
skiing slowly across the mountain. Piece of cake!

Everything was going smoothly, until I tried to turn. Suddenly my skis were a 

View from the Top 
Written by Amy Carr
Illustrated by Jim Madsen

View from the Top
Lesson 117
Paired with The Magic Trick—Advanced
Written by Amy Carr
Illustrated by Jim Madsen
Lexile®: 880L, 683 words

Name:
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Third 
Person

his
he
she
they

First 
Person

I
me
my

myself

Let’s review.

A story can be told from different points of view, 
such as third person and first person. In a story told from 
a third person point of view, the narrator is not 
a character in the story. You can tell when a story is 
written in third person by looking for the clue words his, 
he, she, and they.

If the story is told from a first person point of view, 
the narrator is a character in the story. You can tell 
when a story is written in first person by looking for the 
clue words I, me, my, and myself.

jumbled mess, and I felt the icy cold of the snow as my body sank deep in the 
snowdrift. I struggled to stand up but couldn’t get my skis untangled. I was so 
desperate; I grabbed onto a tree branch and tried to pull myself up. But it was 
no use—I was stuck in the deep snow. My situation seemed hopeless.

Suddenly I heard a noise! I turned my head to face two bright lights 
advancing toward me through the trees. My heart began to beat faster—
what if the Abominable Snowman wasn’t a dumb legend? I held my breath 
and closed my eyes.

“José?”

Hearing my name, I reluctantly opened my eyes to see two skiers standing 
in front of me wearing red vests and lights strapped around their heads.

“José, we’re the ski patrol. Your friend thought you might need a little help 
down the mountain and asked us to check on you. Grab our hands, and we’ll 
get you down this mountain in no time.”

I was rescued! I took a deep breath and promised myself I would never 
come to the top of this mountain again—at least not until I’d had a few ski 
lessons!

The clue words I, me, my, and myself show that this story is being told in first 
person, which means a narrator who is a character in the story is telling what’s 
happening. 
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Read the following story and ask yourself who the narrator of the story is. 
Pay attention to the clue words, which are underlined.

José stood at the top of the mountain and looked down at his friend Eva. 
She was at the bottom of the mountain waving at him, but she was so far 
away that she looked like an ant. 

He noticed the snow was starting to fall faster, and it was getting cold and 
dark. The skis on his feet felt heavy and strange, and he wondered why he 
had ever told Eva that he knew how to ski. They had put on their skis and 
taken the ski lift to the top of the mountain, but now he was stuck. 

He had no idea how to get to the bottom, and if he didn’t figure it out 
soon, he would be stranded on this mountain in the dark. José’s heart 
pounded and legs trembled as he realized he was in a bad situation. 

What do the clue words his, he, she, and they tell us? They show that the 
point of view in this story is told in third person, which means a narrator who is 
NOT a character in the story is telling what’s happening. 

But look what happens when we change our clue words. How does 
changing our clue words change our story?

I shivered, not just because I was cold but because I was scared—like really 
scared. If I squinted my eyes, I could just barely see Eva. How was I going to 
get off this mountain? 

The answer skied right past me. A little kid and his dad were heading down 
the slope. The kid had his skis pointed together in the middle, and he was 
gliding from one side to the other instead of skiing straight down the mountain. 
I could do that! Carefully, I pointed the tips of my skis together and started 
skiing slowly across the mountain. Piece of cake!

Everything was going smoothly, until I tried to turn. Suddenly my skis were a 

View from the Top 
Written by Amy Carr
Illustrated by Jim Madsen

View from the Top
Lesson 117
Paired with The Magic Trick—Advanced
Written by Amy Carr
Illustrated by Jim Madsen
Lexile®: 880L, 683 words
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Third 
Person

his
he
she
they

First 
Person

I
me
my

myself

Let’s review.

A story can be told from different points of view, 
such as third person and first person. In a story told from 
a third person point of view, the narrator is not 
a character in the story. You can tell when a story is 
written in third person by looking for the clue words his, 
he, she, and they.

If the story is told from a first person point of view, 
the narrator is a character in the story. You can tell 
when a story is written in first person by looking for the 
clue words I, me, my, and myself.

ACCURACY: # of reading errors: __________ (Indep. = 0–14, Instr. = 15–34, Frust. = 35+)
SPEED: To calculate: 40980 ÷ __________ (Reading time in seconds) = __________WPM

jumbled mess, and I felt the icy cold of the snow as my body sank deep in the 
snowdrift. I struggled to stand up but couldn’t get my skis untangled. I was so 
desperate; I grabbed onto a tree branch and tried to pull myself up. But it was 
no use—I was stuck in the deep snow. My situation seemed hopeless.

Suddenly I heard a noise! I turned my head to face two bright lights 
advancing toward me through the trees. My heart began to beat faster—
what if the Abominable Snowman wasn’t a dumb legend? I held my breath 
and closed my eyes.

“José?”

Hearing my name, I reluctantly opened my eyes to see two skiers standing 
in front of me wearing red vests and lights strapped around their heads.

“José, we’re the ski patrol. Your friend thought you might need a little help 
down the mountain and asked us to check on you. Grab our hands, and we’ll 
get you down this mountain in no time.”

I was rescued! I took a deep breath and promised myself I would never 
come to the top of this mountain again—at least not until I’d had a few ski 
lessons!

The clue words I, me, my, and myself show that this story is being told in first 
person, which means a narrator who is a character in the story is telling what’s 
happening. 
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View from the Top
Lesson 117
Paired with The Magic Trick—Advanced

Discover Story Vocabulary point of view, narrator
Glossary Words point of view, instead of, reluctantly, narrator

QuestionQuestion Type

Literal

Inferential

Literal What are two points of view you can use to tell a story?

a. good and bad
b. first and third person
c. kids’ and grown-ups’

Why do you think José told Eva he knew how to ski?

a. because he wanted to see the stars from the top of the mountain
b. because he wanted Eva to think he was cool
c. because he wanted Eva to fall in the snow

At the end of the story, who rescued José?

a. the ski patrol
b. his friend Eva
c. the Abominable Snowman

Name: 

Comprehension Questions: View from the Top
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View from the Top
Lesson 117
Paired with The Magic Trick—Advanced

Discover Story Vocabulary point of view, narrator
Glossary Words point of view, instead of, reluctantly, narrator

QuestionQuestion Type

Literal

Inferential

Literal What are two points of view you can use to tell a story?

a. good and bad
b. first and third person
c. kids’ and grown-ups’

Why do you think José told Eva he knew how to ski?

a. because he wanted to see the stars from the top of the mountain
b. because he wanted Eva to think he was cool
c. because he wanted Eva to fall in the snow

At the end of the story, who rescued José?

a. the ski patrol
b. his friend Eva
c. the Abominable Snowman

Name: 

Comprehension Questions: View from the Top
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Student Name Goes Here

stranded  snowdrift  situation
rescued point of view I 
the following  freezing 

Think about the article View from the Top.

Think about a time you were stuck somewhere. Using first person, 
explain to a friend what happened. Don’t forget to use details and the 
word “I.” 

OR

Pretend you have spent a day in the snow. Using first person, explain to 
a friend what you did. Don’t forget to include details. 
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A Tugboat Race on the 
Hudson
Written by Nari Carter 
Illustrated by Hollie Hibbert 
Lexile®: 300L, 105 words

The people look at the boats.

These boats aren’t fancy or fast. They are tugboats. Their job is to push or pull big 
ships along the narrow river. 

The tugboats can also break up the ice on the river.

But today, they are waiting to race.

The tugboat captains are excited. Each hopes his boat will win.

At noon, the horn sounds. The people cheer.

The tugboats race up the Hudson River.

Soon the boat named Ross Sea is leading. It wins first place with a time of 4:44. 
All of the other boats were slower.

The captain is proud. His boat is the best!

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books
A Tugboat Race on the Hudson
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Accuracy: # of reading errors: __________ (Indep. = 0–2, Instr. = 3–6, Frust. = 7+)
Speed: To calculate: 6300 ÷ __________ (Reading time in seconds) =  _________ WPM

A Tugboat Race on the 
Hudson
Written by Nari Carter 
Illustrated by Hollie Hibbert 
Lexile®: 300L, 105 words

The people look at the boats.

These boats aren’t fancy or fast. They are tugboats. Their job is to push or pull big 
ships along the narrow river. 

The tugboats can also break up the ice on the river.

But today, they are waiting to race.

The tugboat captains are excited. Each hopes his boat will win.

At noon, the horn sounds. The people cheer.

The tugboats race up the Hudson River.

Soon the boat named Ross Sea is leading. It wins first place with a time of 4:44. 
All of the other boats were slower.

The captain is proud. His boat is the best!

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books
A Tugboat Race on the Hudson
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A Tugboat Race on the Hudson
The people look at the boats.

These boats aren’t fancy or fast. They are tugboats. 
Their job is to push or pull big ships along the narrow 
river.

The tugboats can also break up the ice on the river.

But today, they are waiting to race.

The tugboat captains are excited. Each hopes his 
boat will win.

At noon, the horn sounds. The people cheer.

The tugboats race up the Hudson River.

Soon the boat named Ross Sea is leading. It wins first 
place with a time of 4:44. All of the other boats were 
slower.

The captain is proud. His boat is the best!

1. What are the tugboats waiting to do?
a. pull big ships
b. race each other
c. break up the ice
d. take people on a ride

2. Where does the race take place?
a. on a river
b. on the ocean
c. on a lake
d. on the sea

3. Why was the captain of the Ross Sea proud?
a. His boat broke up the most ice.
b. His boat could push ships through narrow spaces.
c. His boat was the fastest on the Hudson.
d. His boat could pull the biggest ships.

4. Why do the people cheer?
a. They want to ride on a tugboat.
b. They are waiting for their turn to race.
c. They think the boats are fancy. 
d. They are excited to see the boats race.

A Tugboat Race on the 
Hudson
Comprehension Questions  

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books

A Tugboat Race on the Hudson:
Comprehension Questions  
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A Tugboat Race on the Hudson
The people look at the boats.

These boats aren’t fancy or fast. They are tugboats. 
Their job is to push or pull big ships along the narrow 
river.

The tugboats can also break up the ice on the river.

But today, they are waiting to race.

The tugboat captains are excited. Each hopes his 
boat will win.

At noon, the horn sounds. The people cheer.

The tugboats race up the Hudson River.

Soon the boat named Ross Sea is leading. It wins first 
place with a time of 4:44. All of the other boats were 
slower.

The captain is proud. His boat is the best!

1. What are the tugboats waiting to do?
a. pull big ships
b. race each other
c. break up the ice
d. take people on a ride

2. Where does the race take place?
a. on a river
b. on the ocean
c. on a lake
d. on the sea

3. Why was the captain of the Ross Sea proud?
a. His boat broke up the most ice.
b. His boat could push ships through narrow spaces.
c. His boat was the fastest on the Hudson.
d. His boat could pull the biggest ships.

4. Why do the people cheer?
a. They want to ride on a tugboat.
b. They are waiting for their turn to race.
c. They think the boats are fancy. 
d. They are excited to see the boats race.

A Tugboat Race on the 
Hudson
Comprehension Questions 
(Answer Key)

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books

A Tugboat Race on the Hudson:
Comprehension Questions (Answer Key)
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cardsword Cut out the cards and practice learning the words.

tugboats narrow

waiting captains

river fancy

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books
A Tugboat Race on the Hudson: Word Cards
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Words to Spell
Use the letters below to practice spelling the words from 
Ready to Spell. Write your words under the clue words.
You may use a letter more than once.

j p o e

ts

h

rca

jar cart
-art-ar
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raw

claw

paw

cart

part

start

star

bar

jar

car dart draw

Clue 

Words
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more

snore

tore

white

bite

kite

chart

tart

smart

write score dart

CluE 

Words
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Making Sushi
Written by Sherry Carr 
Illustrated by Jim Madsen 
Lexile®: 440L, 80 words

Making sushi is easy! First, cook some rice.

When it is done, put it on a plate to cool.

Then lay a long bamboo mat on the table.

Put a sheet of seaweed down on the mat. Brush the seaweed with oil.

Cover the seaweed with rice.

Add fish, crabmeat, peppers, or anything you like.

Roll it up. Then, press it tightly.

Now, cut the roll into many small bites.

It’s ready to eat, so grab some chopsticks and enjoy!

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books
Making Sushi
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Accuracy: # of reading errors: __________ (Indep. = 0–2, Instr. = 3–5, Frust. = 6+)
Speed: To calculate: 4800 ÷ __________ (Reading time in seconds) =  _________ WPM

Making Sushi
Written by Sherry Carr 
Illustrated by Jim Madsen 
Lexile®: 440L, 80 words

Making sushi is easy! First, cook some rice.

When it is done, put it on a plate to cool.

Then lay a long bamboo mat on the table.

Put a sheet of seaweed down on the mat. Brush the seaweed with oil.

Cover the seaweed with rice.

Add fish, crabmeat, peppers, or anything you like.

Roll it up. Then, press it tightly.

Now, cut the roll into many small bites.

It’s ready to eat, so grab some chopsticks and enjoy!

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books
Making Sushi
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Making Sushi
Making sushi is easy! First, cook some rice.

When it is done, put it on a plate to cool.

Then lay a long bamboo mat on the table.

Put a sheet of seaweed down on the mat. Brush the 
seaweed with oil.

Cover the seaweed with rice.

Add fish, crabmeat, peppers, or anything you like.

Roll it up. Then, press it tightly.

Now, cut the roll into many small bites.

It’s ready to eat, so grab some chopsticks and 
enjoy!
 

1. What is the first step for making sushi?
a. roll up the sushi
b. cook the rice
c. brush the seaweed with oil
d. cut the peppers and crabmeat

2. What do you put on the bamboo mat first?
a. seaweed
b. crabmeat
c. peppers
d. rice

3. To make fresh sushi, it would be good to live __________.
a. in the desert
b. on a mountain
c. near the sea
d. on a farm

4. The author of the story is trying to teach you _________.
a. how to use chopsticks
b. how to make a bamboo mat
c. how to cook rice
d. how to make sushi

Making Sushi
Comprehension Questions  

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books

Making Sushi:
Comprehension Questions  
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Making Sushi
Making sushi is easy! First, cook some rice.

When it is done, put it on a plate to cool.

Then lay a long bamboo mat on the table.

Put a sheet of seaweed down on the mat. Brush the 
seaweed with oil.

Cover the seaweed with rice.

Add fish, crabmeat, peppers, or anything you like.

Roll it up. Then, press it tightly.

Now, cut the roll into many small bites.

It’s ready to eat, so grab some chopsticks and 
enjoy!
 

1. What is the first step for making sushi?
a. roll up the sushi
b. cook the rice
c. brush the seaweed with oil
d. cut the peppers and crabmeat

2. What do you put on the bamboo mat first?
a. seaweed
b. crabmeat
c. peppers
d. rice

3. To make fresh sushi, it would be good to live __________.
a. in the desert
b. on a mountain
c. near the sea
d. on a farm

4. The author of the story is trying to teach you _________.
a. how to use chopsticks
b. how to make a bamboo mat
c. how to cook rice
d. how to make sushi

Making Sushi
Comprehension Questions 
(Answer Key)

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books

Making Sushi:
Comprehension Questions (Answer Key)
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cardsword Cut out the cards and practice learning the words.

crabmeat

chopsticks sushi

tightly enjoy

seaweed

Copyright © Imagine Learning, Inc. Reading Lessons: Transition Books
Making Sushi: Word Cards
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Words to Spell
Use the letters below to practice spelling the words from 
Ready to Spell. Write your words under the clue words.
You may use a letter more than once.

when c is followed by e, together they make the s sound.

re

kdlwf

cmip

-ice -ife -id

mice wife kid
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Words to Sort
Write these words under the correct clue word.
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life

strife

rife

nice

rice

twice

did

skid

kid

wifemicelid

clue 

words
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What Happened to Pluto?
Written by Nari Carter 
Illustrated by Hollie Hibbert 
Lexile®: 440L, 96 words

Earth is a planet. Mars is a planet.

Pluto was a planet. Now it is not.

Pluto was the farthest and smallest planet in our solar system.

Then, scientists said it wasn’t a planet. So, what’s up with that?

It’s not that Pluto dropped out of space. Pluto is still out there.

Scientists just changed their ideas about what a planet is. Now, Pluto is called a 
dwarf planet.

Dwarf planets are too small to be planets.

Scientists believe there are other dwarf planets in our solar system.

Maybe you will find the next dwarf planet.

Name:
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Accuracy: # of reading errors: __________ (Indep. = 0–2, Instr. = 3–5, Frust. = 6+)
Speed: To calculate: 5760 ÷ __________ (Reading time in seconds) =  _________ WPM

What Happened to Pluto?
Written by Nari Carter 
Illustrated by Hollie Hibbert 
Lexile®: 440L, 96 words

Earth is a planet. Mars is a planet.

Pluto was a planet. Now it is not.

Pluto was the farthest and smallest planet in our solar system.

Then, scientists said it wasn’t a planet. So, what’s up with that?

It’s not that Pluto dropped out of space. Pluto is still out there.

Scientists just changed their ideas about what a planet is. Now, Pluto is called a 
dwarf planet.

Dwarf planets are too small to be planets.

Scientists believe there are other dwarf planets in our solar system.

Maybe you will find the next dwarf planet.

Name:
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What Happened to Pluto?
Earth is a planet. Mars is a planet.

Pluto was a planet. Now it is not.

Pluto was the farthest and smallest planet in our solar 
system.

Then, scientists said it wasn’t a planet. So, what’s up 
with that?

It’s not that Pluto dropped out of space. Pluto is still 
out there.

Scientists just changed their ideas about what a 
planet is. Now, Pluto is called a dwarf planet.

Dwarf planets are too small to be planets.

Scientists believe there are other dwarf planets in our 
solar system.

Maybe you will find the next dwarf planet. 

1. What is Pluto called now?
a. a dwarf planet
b. a solar system
c. a space dwarf
d. a solar dwarf

2. Dwarf Planets are _______ than other planets.
a. bigger
b. hotter
c. smaller
d. colder

3. What do we learn about scientists from this passage?
a. They go into space.
b. They change their ideas.
c. They think there is only one dwarf planet.
d. They think Pluto is a planet.

4. What is the main idea of this passage?
a. Pluto is too small to be a planet.
b. Pluto is far away.
c. Dwarf planets drop out of space every year.
d. All dwarf planets are called Pluto.

What Happened to Pluto?
Comprehension Questions  
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What Happened to Pluto?
Earth is a planet. Mars is a planet.

Pluto was a planet. Now it is not.

Pluto was the farthest and smallest planet in our solar 
system.

Then, scientists said it wasn’t a planet. So, what’s up 
with that?

It’s not that Pluto dropped out of space. Pluto is still 
out there.

Scientists just changed their ideas about what a 
planet is. Now, Pluto is called a dwarf planet.

Dwarf planets are too small to be planets.

Scientists believe there are other dwarf planets in our 
solar system.

Maybe you will find the next dwarf planet. 

1. What is Pluto called now?
a. a dwarf planet
b. a solar system
c. a space dwarf
d. a solar dwarf

2. Dwarf Planets are _______ than other planets.
a. bigger
b. hotter
c. smaller
d. colder

3. What do we learn about scientists from this passage?
a. They go into space.
b. They change their ideas.
c. They think there is only one dwarf planet.
d. They think Pluto is a planet.

4. What is the main idea of this passage?
a. Pluto is too small to be a planet.
b. Pluto is far away.
c. Dwarf planets drop out of space every year.
d. All dwarf planets are called Pluto.

What Happened to Pluto?
Comprehension Questions 
(Answer Key)
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cardsword Cut out the cards and practice learning the words.

planet farthest

system smallest

solar scientists
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